ANSWERING THE ALLEGATION THAT
SOME LATER HANAFIS TAMPERED
WITH A NARRATION IN THE
MUSTADRAK AL HAKIM
REGARDING SALATUL WITR
Praise be to Allah that is due from all grateful believers, a fullness of
praise for all his favours: a praise that is abundantly sincere and
blessed. May the blessings of Allah be upon our beloved Master
Muhammad, the chosen one, the Apostle of mercy and the seal of all
Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them all); and upon his
descendants who are upright and pure: a blessing lasting to the Day of
Judgment, like the blessing bestowed upon the Prophet Ibrahim
(alaihis salam) and his descendants. May Allah be pleased with all of
the Prophetic Companions (Ashab al-Kiram). Indeed, Allah is most
worthy of praise and supreme glorification!
The following is a succinct response to the claims spread by the vehemently antiHanafi proponent known as Abu Alqama Ali Hassan Khan from Pakistan, that
allegedly some later Hanafis made tahreef (distortion) of a Hadith in the Mustadrak alHakim. This latter individual has also spread the claim that some later Hanafis
allegedly tampered with a narration in the Sunan of Abu Dawud. This compiler has
already written and uploaded an internet based counter reply to his false claims on this
which emanated from one of their later writers, known as Sultan Mahmud al-Jalalpuri.
Those who have followed an inkling of Abu Alqama’s posts in the past will soon
realize that he is merely an emotively inexperienced non-academic transmitter and
translator from mainly Urdu into English, of the mutterings of some of the Indian
subcontinent pseudo-Salafites of this age. Abu Alqama in his dry and farcical English
has often shown his rancid temper by calling his opponents “Quburi” (grave
worshippers), Dajjals and a whole host of other similar insults. May Allah guide him.
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Abu Alqama said on Sun Jul 18, 2004 7:59 am1 under the thread entitled:
Tahreef of books of hadith by deobandi
- The following claim based on the findings of Dawud Arshad of Pakistan:

Shaykh Arshad showed also a tahreef in Mustadrak Hakim and
Sunan Abu Dawud2
Tahreef in Hakim
There is a hadith in which Aishah says that when the Prophet
saw prayed three rak'a of witr, he did not sit but at the end
And a deobandi publisher in karachi published it with words " he
did not make salam but at the end"
So the words "he did not sit" where replaced by " He did not do
salam"
And here also, they don't have any nuskhah, it is an error in
publishing, an error that suits hanafi fiqh.

1

At the ahya.org forum

2

This claim regarding Sunan Abu Dawud has been dealt with from this writers pen already in radd to alJalalpuri, Bakr Abu Zayd, Irshad al-Haqq, Zubair Ali Za’i, Abu Khuzaimah, Abu Hibban and Abu Alqama
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THE HANAFI RESPONSE:
The claim mentioned by Abu Alqama from Dawud Arshad is not a novel one, but it
was also spread by the Saudi based writer, Bakr Abu Zayd in his al-Rudud (p. 260),
who merely blindly copied the claim of the Shaykh of the “Ahl-e-Hadeeth” of India in
his time, Shamsul Haqq al-Azimabadi (d. 1329 AH). The latter discussed this issue
regarding the narration from A’isha (ra) in his notes to the Sunan al-Daraqutni known
as al-Ta’liq al-Mughni which was originally printed in 1310 AH/1892.3
Bakr Abu Zayd said:

Now, Abu Alqama claimed (may be on the authority of Dawud Arshad) that a
Deobandi publisher in Karachi printed the said narration from Aisha (ra) as:
"he did not make salam but at the end"

This is surprising to read, since al-Azimabadi passed away in 1329 AH, so the claim of
Abu Alqama that a Deobandi published it with “Tahreef” is invalid from chronological
deduction, since Bakr Abu Zayd implied that al-Azimabadi had also made this claim
originally more than 100 years ago!
3

This was mentioned in an article at: http://almuttaqoon.com/ar/t909.htm
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Looking now at the originally printed Hyderabad edition of the Mustadrak al-Hakim
(1/304) with the Talkhis al-Mustadrak of al-Dhahabi printed beneath it we may observe
the following:

The above printed copy of al-Mustadrak was finalised in 1335 AH by Da’iratul Ma’arif
in Hyderabad, India; as the editor of that volume dated it as such at the end of the first
volume. This indicates that al-Azimabadi who passed away in 1329 AH did not live to
see this copy of the Mustadrak in print. The following is a scan from al-Azimabadi’s
al-Ta’liq al-Mughni4on this issue:
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Muassasa Risala edition
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Indeed, the printed text of the Mustadrak does say from A’isha (ra) that the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would perform 3 (rak’ats) of Witr and he would not make
the Salam except at the end (of the 3 rak’ats). In the footnotes, Hafiz al-Dhahabi
has presented the same narration but with a difference in just one wording, and that is
he did not sit but at the end
If the above printed edition underwent wilful distortion of part of the wording under
the auspices of some Hanafi editors, one may question why did they leave the alternate
version in wording as al-Dhahabi transmitted it in his Talkhis of the Mustadrak?!
Indeed, the likes of Abu Alqama have not done their initial homework in depth to
create a concrete claim that some later Ahnaf did for sure tamper with the wording. If
they had deliberately done so, then what would have prevented them from making
sure that al-Dhahabi’s wording should have fitted in with the Mustadrak that they
printed?!
It is not the aim of this article to prove the fiqh of how Witr should be performed and
what are the key proofs used by the Ahnaf, but interspersed within this article there is
a flavour of some of the narrations utilised by the Hanafis.
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What we have not seen from Abu Alqama and his Shaykhs is who else from the major
Hanafi and non-Hanafi Muhaddithin had presented the narration from A’isha (ra) with
the wording as found in the printed edition of al-Mustadrak which is typed below:
Mustadrak al Hakim (1/304, Hyderabad edition):

ﻤﺎ ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﹶﺎﻩ ﺃَﺒﻭ ﻨﹶﺼﺭﹴ ﺃَﺤﻤﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺴﻬلٍ ﺍﻟﹾﻔﹶﻘﻴﻪ ﺒﹺﺒﺨﹶﺎﺭﻯ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ ﺼﺎﻟِﺢ ﺒﻥ ﻤﺤﻤﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺤﺒﹺﻴﺏﹴ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻓﻅﹸ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ

ﺸﹶﻴﺒﺎﻥ ﺒﻥ ﻓﹶﺭﻭﺥﹶ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺸﹶﻴﺒﺔﹶ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ ﺃَﺒﺎﻥ ، ﻋﻥ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﺓﹶ  ،ﻋﻥ ﺯﺭﺍﺭﺓﹶ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺃَﻭﻓﹶﻰ  ،ﻋﻥ ﺴﻌﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ

ﻴﻭﺘﺭ ﺒﹺﺜﹶﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡ ﺇِﻻ ﻓﻲ ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ

ﻫﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴ  ،ﻋﻥ ﻋﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ  ،ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺕﹾ  " :ﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﺭﺴﻭلُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ

"

ﻭﻫﺫﹶﺍ ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭ ﺃَﻤﻴﺭﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺅْﻤﻨﻴﻥ ﻋﻤﺭ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﹶﻁﱠﺎﺏﹺ ]  ،ﻭﻋﻨﹾﻪ ﺃَﺨﹶﺫﹶﻩ ﺃَﻫلُ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺩﻴﻨﹶﺔ
What is notable is that the above narration is also narrated from al-Hakim by alBayhaqi in his Sunan al-Kubra as follows but the wording is connected to sitting at the
end
Sunan al-Kubra of al-Bayhaqi (3/28):

ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﻭ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻓﻅﹸ  ،ﺃﻨﺒﺄ ﺃَﺒﻭ ﻨﹶﺼﺭﹴ ﺃَﺤﻤﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺴ ﻬلٍ ﺍﻟﹾﻔﹶﻘﻴﻪ ﺒﹺﺒﺨﹶﺎﺭﻯ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ ﺼﺎﻟِﺢ ﺒﻥ ﻤﺤﻤﺩ

ﺒﻥﹺ ﺤﺒﹺﻴﺏﹴ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻓﻅﹸ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ ﺸﹶﻴﺒﺎﻥ ﺒﻥ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺸﹶﻴﺒﺔﹶ  ،ﺜﻨﺎ ﺃَﺒﺎﻥ ، ﻋﻥ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﺓﹶ  ،ﻋﻥ ﺯﺭﺍﺭﺓﹶ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺃَﻭﻓﹶﻰ  ،ﻋﻥ

ﺴﻌﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻫﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴ  ،ﻋﻥ ﻋﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ  ،ﻗﺎﻟﹶﺕﹾ  " :ﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﺭﺴﻭلُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻴﻭﺘﺭ ﺒﹺﺜﹶﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻴﻘﹾﻌﺩ ﺇِﻻ ﻓﻲ
ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ

"  ،ﻜﹶﺫﹶﺍ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺫﻩ ﺍﻟﺭﻭﺍﻴﺔ ، ﻭﻗﹶﺩ ﺭﻭﻴﻨﹶﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺤﺩﻴﺙ ﺴﻌﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻫﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴ ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺒﹺﻲ ﺒﹺﺘﺴﻊﹴ ﺜﹸﻡ

ﺒﹺﺴ ﺒﻊﹴ  ،ﻭﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺃَﻋﻠﹶﻡ
Additionally, it is also mentioned in al-Bayhaqi’s Ma’rifatus Sunan:

ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﻭ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻓﻅﹸ  ،ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﹶﺎ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺴﻥ ﺒﻥ ﻴﻌﻘﹸﻭﺏ ﺍﻟﹾﻌﺩلُ  ،ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﻴﺤﻴﻰ ﺒﻥ

ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻁﹶﺎﻟِﺏﹴ  ،ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﻫﺎﺏﹺ ﺒﻥ ﻋﻁﹶﺎﺀ ، ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﹶﺎ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ، ﻋﻥ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﺓﹶ  ،ﻋﻥ ﺯﺭﺍﺭﺓﹶ

ﺒﻥﹺ ﺃَﻭﻓﹶﻰ  ،ﻋﻥ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻫﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴ  ،ﻋﻥ ﻋﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ  ،ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺕﹾ  :ﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺒﹺﻲ " ﻻ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺭﻜﹾﻌﺘﹶﻴﻥﹺ

ﺍﻷُﻭﻟﹶﻴﻴﻥﹺ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺ "  ،ﻫﻜﹶﺫﹶﺍ ﺭﻭﻴﺎﻩ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﻫﺎﺏﹺ ﺒﻥ ﻋﻁﹶﺎﺀ ، ﻭﻋﻴﺴﻰ ﺒﻥ ﻴﻭﻨﹸﺱ ، ﻋﻥ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ

ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻋﺭﻭﺒﺔﹶ  ،ﻭﻫﻭ ﻤﺨﹾﺘﹶﺼﺭ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺩﻴﺙ ﺍﻷَﻭلِ  ،ﻭﺭﻭﺍﻩ ﺃَﺒﺎﻥ ﺒﻥ ﻴﺯﹺﻴﺩ ، ﻋﻥ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﺓﹶ  ،ﻭﻗﹶﺎلَ ﻓﻴﻪ: 

ﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﺭﺴﻭلُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ " $ ﻴﻭﺘﺭ ﺒﹺﺜﹶﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻴﻘﹾﻌﺩ ﺇِﻻ ﻓﻲ ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ " ﻭﻫﻭ ﺒﹺﺨﻼﻑ ﺭﹺﻭﺍﻴﺔ ﺍﺒﻥﹺ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻋﺭﻭﺒﺔﹶ
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ﻥﹺ ﺒ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺩﺒ ﻋﻥ ﻋﻲ ﺍﻟﺜﱠﻼﺙﺔﹸ ﻓﺍﻴﻭﺎ ﺍﻟﺭﺇِﻨﱠﻤ ﻭ، ﺓﹶ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﻥ ﻋ، ﺎﻡﹴﻤﻫ ﻭ، ﺭﹴﻤﻌﻤ ﻭ، ﺍﺌِﻲﺘﹸﻭﺴﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴ ﺍﻟﺩﻫ ﻭ،
ﻗﹶﺩ ﻭ، " ﻐﹾﺭﹺﺏﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻼﺓﺎﺭﹺ ﺼ ﻜﹶﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﻬ، لِ ﺜﹶﻼﺙﹲ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻴ " ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭ: ﻓﹸﻭﻉﹴﺭ ﻤﺭ ﻏﹶﻴﻟِﻪ ﻗﹶﻭﻥ ﻤ، ﻭﺩﻌﺴﻤ

ﺩﺒ ﻋﻥ ﻋ، ﺎﺭﹺﺙﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﺤ ﺒﺎﻟِﻙ ﻤﻥ ﻋ، ﺵﹺﻤﻥﹺ ﺍﻷَﻋ ﻋ، ﺍﺠﹺﺏﹺﻭﻥﹺ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎ ﺒﻜﹶﺭﹺﻴ ﺯﻥﻰ ﺒﻴﺤ ﻴﻪﻓﹶﻌﺭ
ﻥﹺﺴﻭ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﺭ ﺃَﺨﹾﺒ: َ ﻗﹶﺎل، ﺎﺭﹺﺙ ﺍ ﹾﻟﺤﻥﻜﹾﺭﹺ ﺒﻭ ﺒﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﺭﺃَﺨﹾﺒ ﻭ،  ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺩﺒ ﻋﻥ ﻋ، ﺯﹺﻴﺩﻥﹺ ﻴﻥﹺ ﺒﻤﺤﺍﻟﺭ

َ ﻗﹶﺎل، ﻩﺭﺎ ﻏﹶﻴﻓﹸﻭﻋﺭﺵﹺ ﻤﻤﻥﹺ ﺍﻷَﻋ ﻋﻭﹺﻩﺭ ﻴﻟﹶﻡ ﻭ، ﻴﻑﹲﻌﺫﹶﺍ ﻀﺍﺠﹺﺏﹺ ﻫﻭ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﻥ ﻗﹶﺎلَ ﺍﺒ، ﻲﻗﹸﻁﹾﻨﺍﺭﺍﻟﺩ

ﻗﹸﻭﻓﹰﺎﻭﺵﹺ ﻤﻤﻥﹺ ﺍﻷَﻋ ﻋ، ﺎﻤﻫﺭﻏﹶﻴ ﻭ، ﺭﹴﻴ ﻨﹸﻤﻥ ﺒ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺩﺒﻋ ﻭ، ﻊﹺﺎﻤﻲ ﺍﻟﹾﺠ ﻓﺭﹺﻱ ﺍﻟﺜﱠﻭﺍﻩﻭ ﺭ: ﺩﻤﺦﹸ ﺃَﺤﺍﻟﺸﱠﻴ

 ﺃَﻭﻊﺒ ﺴ " ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﻭﺩﻌﺴ ﻤﻥ ﺒ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺩﺒ ﻗﹶﺎلَ ﻋ: َ ﻗﹶﺎل، ﻴﻡﺍﻫﺭ ﺇِﺒﻥ ﻋ، ﺵﹺﻤﻥﹺ ﺍﻷَﻋ ﻋ، ﺎﻥﻔﹾﻴﻯ ﺴﻭﺭﻭ
ﻗﹸﻭﻑﹲﻭﻤ ﻭﻊﻨﹾﻘﹶﻁﺫﹶﺍ ﻤﻫ ﻭ، "  ﺜﹶﻼﺙﻥﻻ ﺃَﻗﹶلﱠ ﻤ ﻭ، ﺱﺨﹶﻤ

Someone may now suggest that since al-Bayhaqi transmitted it with the wording ﺩﻘﹾﻌﻻ ﻴ
from al-Hakim, then for sure someone must have tampered with the wording from
ﺩﻘﹾﻌ ﻻ ﻴto ﻠﱢﻡﺴ!? ﻻ ﻴ
The issue here is what is the proof that later Hanafis tampered with it? What will
become viewable below is that the above narration from the printed edition of alHakim’s Mustadrak with the wording: ﻠﱢﻡﺴ ﻻ ﻴis not an invention of any later Ahnaf,
but rather the manuscripts of the Mustadrak differ in the precise wording at hand. In
the next few pages, it will be shown from the works of some major Hanafi Hadith
specialists that in their respective times there must have existed manuscripts of the
Mustadrak with the wording ﻠﱢﻡﺴﻻ ﻴ, rather than ﺩﻘﹾﻌﻻ ﻴ
What is also viewable above is that al-Bayhaqi did not transmit the following words of
al-Hakim after A’isha’s narration:

ﻴﻨﹶﺔﺩلُ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﺃَﻫ ﺃَﺨﹶﺫﹶﻩﻨﹾﻪﻋ ﻭ، ] ﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﹶﻁﱠﺎﺏﹺ ﺒﺭﻤ ﻋﻴﻥﻨﺅْﻤﻴﺭﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﺃَﻤﺫﹶﺍ ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﻫﻭ
Namely, that this is the Witr of Amir al-Mu’min Umar ibn al Khattab and from him
the People of Madina took this. The Hanafis have alternate narrations from Umar (ra)
and other Sahaba to demonstrate their view that after 2 rak’ats one should sit for
Tashhahud, and raise back up for one more rak’ah without taslim after the first
Tashhahud but only in the final sitting. This will be mentioned in due time below.
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HANAFI MASTERS WHO TRANSMITTED AL-HAKIM’S
NARRATION AS ﻠﱢﻡﺴ ﻻ ﻴRATHER THAN ﺩﻘﹾﻌﻻ ﻴ
The first testification is from the 8th century Imam, Jamalud-Din alZayla’i (d. 762 AH) in his Nasb al Ra’ya (2/118) who mentioned this narration as
follows (see the underlining carefully):
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The editor of Nasb al Ra’ya has mentioned the difference in the manuscripts of the
Mustadrak and has also mentioned some of the Hanafi Ulama who transmitted the
narration with the wording: ﻠﱢﻡﺴﻻ ﻴ

The second testification is from 3 works of the 9th century Hanafi
Muhaddith, Imam Badrud-Din al Ayni (d. 855 AH)
i) In his al-Binaya fi Sharh al Hidaya (2/575) he mentioned it with ﻠﱢﻡﺴ ﻻ ﻴ:-
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ii) The same was mentioned in his commentary to the Sunan of Abu Dawud al-Sijistani
)(5/330

iii) Finally, he also mentioned it with the same wording in his commentary to Sahih alBukhari known as Umdatul Qari (7/3):

ﻭﻷﰊ ﺣﻨﻴﻔﺔ ﺃﻳﻀﺎ ﺃﺣﺎﺩﻳﺚ ﺻﺤﻴﺤﺔ ﺗﺮﺩ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﻣﺎ ﺭﻭﺍﻩ ﺍﻟﻨﺴﺎﺋﻲ ﰲ )ﺳﻨﻨﻪ( ﺑﺈﺳﻨﺎﺩﻩ ﺇﱃ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ ﻗﺎﻟﺖ ﻛﺎﻥ
ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﰲ ﺭﻛﻌﱵ ﺍﻟﻮﺗﺮ ﻭﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﻣﺎ ﺭﻭﺍﻩ ﰲ )ﻣﺴﺘﺪﺭﻛﻪ( ﺑﺈﺳﻨﺎﺩﻩ ﺇﱃ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ ﻗﺎﻟﺖ ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ
ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻﹼ ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ ﻭﻗﺎﻝ ﺇﻧﻪ ﺻﺤﻴﺢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺷﺮﻁ ﺍﻟﺒﺨﺎﺭﻱ ﻭﻣﺴﻠﻢ ﻭﱂ ﳜﺮﺟﺎﻩ
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The third testification is from the 9th century Imam and Faqih of the
)Hanafis in his time, Shaykh Kamalud-Din ibn al Humam (d. 861 AH
In his Fath al Qadir (Sharh on al-Hidaya of al-Marghinani), Ibn al Humam mentioned
 :-ﻻ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡit with the wording - 

) ﺍﻟﹾﻮﹺﺗﺮ ﺛﹶﻠﹶﺎﺙﹸ ﺭﻛﹶﻌﺎﺕ ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳﻔﹾﺼﻞﹸ ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻦ ﺑﹺﺴﻠﹶﺎﻡﹴ ( ﻟﻤﺎ ﺭﻭﺕ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔﹸ ﺭﺿﻲ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ } ﺃﹶ ﱠﻥ
ﺍﻟﻨﺒﹺﻲ ﻋﻠﹶﻴﻪ ﺍﻟﺼﻠﹶﺎﺓﹸ ﻭﺍﻟﺴﻠﹶﺎﻡ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﹺﺜﹶﻠﹶﺎﺙ { ﻭﺣﻜﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺴﻦ ﺭﺣﻤﻪ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺇﺟﻤﺎﻉ

ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺴﻠﻤﲔ ﻋﻠﹶﻰ ﺍﻟﺜﱠﻠﹶﺎﺙ ، ﻫﺬﹶﺍ ﺃﹶﺣﺪ ﺃﹶﻗﹾﻮﺍﻝﹺ ﺍﻟﺸﺎﻓﻌﻲ ﺭﺣﻤﻪ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ، ﻭﻓﻲ ﻗﹶﻮﻝﹴ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﹺﺘﺴﻠﻴﻤﺘﻴﻦﹺ
ﻭﻫﻮ ﻗﹶﻮﻝﹸ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ ﺭﺣﻤﻪ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ، ﻭﺍﻟﹾﺤﺠﺔﹸ ﻋﻠﹶﻴﻬﹺﻤﺎ ﻣﺎ ﺭﻭﻳﻨﺎﻩ
ﺍﻟﺸﺮﺡ
)(355/2

) ﻗﹶﻮﻟﹸﻪ ﻟﻤﺎ ﺭﻭﺕ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔﹸ ﺭﺿﻲ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ( ﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﻭﻗﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻋﻠﹶﻰ ﺷﺮﻃﻬﹺﻤﺎ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ
ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺖ } : ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﺭﺳﻮﻝﹸ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻠﹶﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﱠﻢ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﹺﺜﹶﻠﹶﺎﺙ ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳﺴﻠﱢﻢ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ

ﺁﺧﺮﹺﻫﻦ ، { ﻭﻛﹶﺬﹶﺍ ﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﻟﻨﺴﺎﺋﻲ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺖ } ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﺍﻟﻨﺒﹺﻲ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋﻠﹶﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﱠﻢ

ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳﺴﻠﱢﻢ ﻓﻲ ﺭﻛﹾﻌﺘﻲ ﺍﻟﹾﻮﹺﺗﺮﹺ { ﻭﺃﹶﺧﺮﺝ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﻗﻴﻞﹶ ﻟﻠﹾﺤﺴﻦﹺ ﺇﻥﱠ ﺍﺑﻦ ﻋﻤﺮ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﺴﻠﱢﻢ
ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺮﻛﹾﻌﺘﻴﻦﹺ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﹾﻮﹺﺗﺮﹺ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻝﹶ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻋﻤﺮ ﺃﹶﻓﹾﻘﹶﻪ ﻣﻨﻪ ﻭﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﻨﻬﺾ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺜﱠﺎﻧﹺﻴﺔ ﺑﹺﺎﻟﺘﻜﹾﺒﹺﲑﹺ

ﺍﻧﺘﻬﻰ ﻭﺳﻜﹶﺖ ﻋﻨﻪ. 
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The fourth testification is from the 9th century Hanafi Hafiz of
Hadith, Imam Qasim ibn Qutlubugha (d. 879 AH), who mentioned it
from al-Hakim in his al-Ta’rif wal Ikhbar bi-Takhrij ahadith al Ikhtiyar5 as follows:

5

The edition used here is from a PhD thesis edited by Muhammad Almas Ya’qubi with the approval of
Umm al-Qurra University (1410 AH/1990 CE). No accusations of tampering was mentioned by the editor
with regard to the narration in the Mustadrak
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The fifth testification is from the 10th century Hanafi faqih, Mulla Ali
)al-Qari (d. 1014 AH
In his Sharh on Mishkat al-Masabih, known as Mirqat al-Mafatih (2/202) he quoted
from Imam Ibn al Humam as follows:

ﻗﺎﻝ ﺍﺑﻦ ﺍﳍﻤﺎﻡ ﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﳊﺎﻛﻢ ﻭﻗﺎﻝ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺷﺮﻃﻬﻤﺎ ﻋﻦ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ ﻗﺎﻟﺖ ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻ

ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ ﻭﻛﺬﺍ ﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﻟﻨﺴﺎﺋﻲ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ﻗﺎﻟﺖ ﻛﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﻨﱯ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﰲ ﺭﻛﻌﱵ ﺍﻟﻮﺗﺮ

A similar quote is found in Imam Ali al-Qari’s Sharh on the Musnad Abu Hanifa (p.
511):

)ﻭﰲ ﺭﻭﺍﻳﺔ ،ﻛﺎﻥ ﻳﻮﺛﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﺭﻛﻌﺎﺕ( ﺃﻱ ﺑﺘﺴﻠﻴﻤﺔ ﻭﺍﺣﺪﺓ ،ﻛﻤﺎ ﺭﻭﺕ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺎ ﺭﻭﺍﻩ ﺍﳊﺎﻛﻢ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ،

ﻗﺎﻟﺖ :ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻ

ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ .ﻭﻛﺬﺍ

ﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﻟﻨﺴﺎﺋﻲ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ،ﻗﺎﻟﺖ :ﻛﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﻨﱯ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﰲ ﺭﻛﻌﱵ ﺍﻟﻮﺗﺮ ﰲ ﻣﺼﻨﻒ ﺍﺑﻦ ﺃﰊ ﺷﻴﺒﺔ

ﺑﺴﻨﺪﻩ ،ﻋﻦ ﺍﳊﺴﻦ ،ﻗﺪ ﺃﲨﻊ ﺍﳌﺴﻠﻤﻮﻥ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺃﻥ ﺍﻟﻮﺗﺮ ﰲ ﺛﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻ ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ) .ﻳﻘﺮﺃ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﺑـ }ﺳﺒﺢ
ﺍﺳﻢ ﺭﺑﻚ ﺍﻹﻋﻠﻰ{ ،ﻭ }ﻗﻞ ﻳﺎ ﺃﻳﻬﺎ ﺍﻟﻜﺎﻓﺮﻭﻥ{ ،ﻭ }ﻗﻞ ﻫﻮ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﺃﺣﺪ{ ﻭﺭﻭﻯ ﺍﻟﻄﺤﺎﻭﻱ ﺑﺴﻨﺪﻩ ،ﻋﻦ ﺳﻌﻴﺪ ﺑﻦ
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 ﻳﻘﺮﺃ ﰲ ﺍﻷﻭﱃ ﺑـ }ﺳﺒﺢ ﺍﺳﻢ، ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﹼﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ: ﻋﻦ ﺍﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺎﺱ ﻗﺎﻝ،ﺟﺒﲑ
. ﺇﱃ ﺁﺧﺮﻩ،{ﺭﺑﻚ ﺍﻷﻋﻠﻰ

The sixth testification is from the 12th century Hanafi Hafiz of
Hadith, Imam Muhammad Murtada al-Zabidi (d. 1205 AH)
He mentioned al-Hakim’s narration in his Uqud al-Jawahir al-Munifa fi Adilla
Madhhab al Imam Abi Hanifa (p. 81) as follows:

These are 6 major Imams from the Hanafi School who are all respected for being adil
(upright) and dabit (precise) in what they transmitted, and no one accused them of any
form of wilful tahreef of al-Hakim’s narration.

The seventh testification is from the 13th century Hanafi Shaykh of
India, Allama Abdal Hayy al-Laknawi
In the days of Shamsul Haqq al-Azimabadi there lived a formidable Hanafi scholar
known as Shaykh Abdal Hayy al-Laknawi (d. 1304 AH). He too has quoted alHakim’s narration in his Ta’liq al-Mumajjad6 (1/520) which is a commentary to the
Muwatta of Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani. Shaykh Abdal Hayy said as follows:

6

Acknowledgements go to the South African Shaykh, Husain Kadodia for informing me about this, and for sending
the scan from Shaykh Laknawi’s work
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To close this section we will quote one non-Hanafi Muhaddith of his time who did
also mention al-Hakim’s narration in both formats without accusing any Hanafi of
wilful tahreef.

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al Asqalani al-Shafi’i (d. 852 AH) mentioned it in his alDiraya fi Takhrij ahadith al-Hidaya7 (p. 190) as follows:
 ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ ﺃﻥ ﺍﻟﻨﱯ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻛﺎﻥ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻳﻌﲏ ﻻ ﻳﻔﺼﻞ ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻦ ﺑﺴﻼﻡ ﺍﳊﺎﻛﻢ ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ242

ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻ ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ

Ibn Hajar also knew of the alternate version from the Mustadrak in his Talkhis alHabir:

ﻲﻘﻬﻴﺍﻟﹾﺒ ﻭﻲﺎﺋﺴﺍﻟﻨ ﻭﺪﻤ ﺃﹶﺣﻦﻫﺮ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﰲ ﺁﺧﻠﺲ ﺠ ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳ ﺑﹺﺜﹶﻠﹶﺎﺙﺮﻮﺗ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﻠﱠﻢﺳ ﻭﻪﻠﹶﻴ ﻋﻠﱠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺻﻪﻳﺚﹸ ﺃﹶﻧﺪ ﺣ- 518
.ﻦﺮﹺﻫﻲ ﺁﺧ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﺪﻘﹾﻌ ﻭﻟﻔﻆ ﺍﳊﺎﻛﻢ ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳﻦﻬﻨﻴﻞﹸ ﺑﻔﹾﺼ ﻟﹶﺎ ﻳ ﺑﹺﺜﹶﻠﹶﺎﺙﺮﻮﺗ ﻛﹶﺎﻥﹶ ﻳﺪﻤﻟﹶﻔﹾﻆﹸ ﺃﹶﺣﺔﹶ ﻭﺸﺎﺋ ﻋﺔﺍﻳ ﺭﹺﻭﻦ ﻣﻢﺎﻛﺍﹾﻟﺤﻭ
Assuming that al-Hakim transmitted the wording from A’isha (ra) as “He did not sit
but at the end” and as al-Hakim claimed after mentioning A’isha’s narration that:

ﻴﻨﹶﺔﺩلُ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﺃَﻫ ﺃَﺨﹶﺫﹶﻩﻨﹾﻪﻋ ﻭ، ] ﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﺨﹶﻁﱠﺎﺏﹺ ﺒﺭﻤ ﻋﻴﻥﻨﺅْﻤﻴﺭﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤ ﺃَﻤﺫﹶﺍ ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﻫﻭ
Namely, that this is the Witr of Amir al-Mu’min Umar ibn al Khattab and from him
the People of Madina took this. It has been said earlier that the Hanafis have alternate
7

This is a follow up work to Hafiz al-Zayla’i’s Nasb al-Ra’ya, and al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar did not take liberty to mention
that what al-Zayla’i quoted from al-Hakim was some form of tampered version of A’isha’s (ra) narration
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narrations from Umar (ra) and other Sahaba to demonstrate their view that after 2
rak’ats one should sit for Tashhahud, and raise back up for one more rak’ah without
taslim after the first Tashhahud but only in the final sitting just like Salatul Maghrib.
What indicates that al-Hakim’s claim that Umar (ra) and the People of Madina did not
sit except at the end of 3 Rak’ats to be a weak statement, is the following authentic
narration from Imam al-Tahawi’s Sharh Ma’ani al Athar (1/293, no. 1742):
ﻥ ﻋ, ﻭﺭﻤﻲ ﻋﻨﺭ ﺃَﺨﹾﺒ: َ ﻗﹶﺎل, ﺏﹴﻫ ﻭﻥ ﻗﹶﺎلَ ﺃَﻨﹶﺎ ﺍﺒ, ﻲﻔﻌ ﺍﻟﹾﺠﺎﻥﻤﻠﹶﻴ ﺴﻥﻰ ﺒﻴﺤﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﻴﺩ ﺤ: َ ﻗﹶﺎل، ﺩﺍﻭ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺩﻥﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﺍﺒﺩﺤ
, ﺭ ﺃُﻭﺘ ﺇﻨﱢﻲ ﻟﹶﻡﺭﻤ ﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎلَ ﻋ, ﻠﹰﺎﻜﹾﺭﹴ ﻟﹶﻴﺎ ﺒﻓﹶﻨﱠﺎ ﺃَﺒ ﺩ: َ ﻗﹶﺎل, ﺔﹶﻤﺨﹾﺭﻥﹺ ﻤﺭﹺ ﺒﻭﺴ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﻥ ﻋﺎﻕﺒﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﺴ ﺍﺒﻥ ﻋ, ٍﻼﹶلﻥﹺ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻫﺍﺒ

ﻥﺭﹺﻫﻲ ﺁﺨ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﻠﱢﻡﺴ ﻴ ﻟﹶﻡ, ﺎﺕﻜﹶﻌﻠﱠﻰ ﺒﹺﻨﹶﺎ ﺜﹶﻼﹶﺙﹶ ﺭ ﻓﹶﺼ, ﻩﺍﺀﺭﻔﹶﻔﹾﻨﹶﺎ ﻭﺼ ﻭﻓﹶﻘﹶﺎﻡ

Ibn Abi Dawud --- Yayha ibn Sulayman al-Ju’fi --- Ibn Wahb --- Amr --- Ibn Abi Hilal
--- Ibn al Sabbaq --- al-Miswar ibn Makhrama (ra) said that they buried Abu Bakr (ra)
at night. Umar (ra) said: ‘I have not prayed Witr as yet.’ He then stood up and we
formed lines behind him. He led us in prayer with three rak’ats and did not give the
Salam until the last (rak’ah).
The above narration from the Sahabi, al-Miswar ibn Makhrama shows that Umar (ra)
lead with three rak’ats of Witr8 and he did not give the Salam until the last Tashhahud.
SANAD ANALYSIS FOR THE LAST NARRATION:
Imam al-Tahawi is a trustworthy Hafiz who narrated from his Shaykh, Ibn Abi
Dawud. The latter is known as Ibrahim ibn Abi Dawud and al-Dhahabi mentioned
him as a Hafiz of Hadith in his Siyar a’lam (13/393) with praise from Ibn Yunus as
follows:
 إﺑﺮاھﯿﻢ ﺑﻦ أﺑﻲ داود، أﺑﻮ إﺳﺤﺎق، اﻟﻤﺠﻮد، اﻟﺤﺎﻓﻆ، اﻻﻣﺎم، اﻟﺒﺮﻟﺴﻲ * اﻟﺸﯿﺦ- 189
.(1)  ﺑﻔﺘﺤﺘﯿﻦ ﺛﻢ ﻻم ﻣﻀﻤﻮﻣﺔ، اﻟﺒﺮﻟﺴﻲ. اﻟﺼﻮري اﻟﻤﻮﻟﺪ، اﻟﺸﺎﻣﻲ،ﺳﻠﯿﻤﺎن ﺑﻦ داود اﻻﺳﺪي
 وﻛﺎن ﻣﻦ أوﻋﯿﺔ. وﻃﺒﻘﺘﮫﻢ، وأﺑﺎ ﻣﺴﮫﺮ اﻟﻐﺴﺎﻧﻲ، وﺳﻌﯿﺪ ﺑﻦ أﺑﻲ ﻣﺮﻳﻢ، آدم ﺑﻦ أﺑﻲ إﻳﺎس:ﺳﻤﻊ
، ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻳﻮﺳﻒ اﻟﮫﺮوي: روى ﻋﻨﻪ: ﻗﻠﺖ. وﻛﺎن ﻣﻦ أوﻋﯿﺔ اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ، ذاﻛﺮﺗﻪ: ﻗﺎل اﺑﻦ ﺟﻮﺻﺎ.اﻟﻌﻠﻢ
: ﻗﺎل أﺑﻮ ﺳﻌﯿﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻳﻮﻧﺲ. وﺟﻤﺎﻋﺔ، وأﺑﻮ اﻟﻔﻮارس اﻟﺴﻨﺪي، وأﺑﻮ اﻟﻌﺒﺎس اﻻﺻﻢ،وأﺑﻮ ﺟﻌﻔﺮ اﻟﻄﺤﺎوي
 ﻗﺎل اﺑﻦ ﻋﺴﺎﻛﺮ. ﺳﻨﺔ ﺳﺒﻌﯿﻦ وﻣﺌﺘﯿﻦ، ﺗﻮﻓﻲ ﺑﻤﺼﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺷﻌﺒﺎن.ھﻮ أﺣﺪ اﻟﺤﻔﺎظ اﻟﻤﺠﻮدﻳﻦ اﻻﺛﺒﺎت
 وﻳﺰﻳﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ، وﻳﺤﯿﻰ اﻟﻮﺣﺎﻇﻲ، وﺑﻜﺎر ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪاﷲ اﻟﺴﯿﺮﻳﻨﻲ، ورواد ﺑﻦ اﻟﺠﺮاح، ﺳﻤﻊ أﺑﺎ ﻣﺴﮫﺮ:(2)
. وﺳﻤﻰ ﻋﺪة،رﺑﻪ

Ibn Abi Dawud narrated from Yahya ibn Sulayman al-Ju’fi who was declared to be
Saduq (truthful) with some mistakes by Ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib al-Tahdhib as follows:

8

One may also consult the Musannaf of Abdar Razzaq (no. 4636) and Sharh Ma’ani al-Athar of al-Tahawi (1/294,
no. 1747) for a narration from Anas ibn Malik (ra) performing 3 rak’ats of Witr with the salam at the last Tashhahud
alone
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 [ ﻴﺤﻴﻰ ﺒﻥ ﺴﻠﻴﻤﺎﻥ ﺒﻥ ﻴﺤﻴﻰ ﺒﻥ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺍﻟﺠﻌﻔﻲ ﺃﺒﻭ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺍﻟﻜﻭﻓﻲ ﻨﺯﻴل ﻤﺼﺭ ﺼﺩﻭﻕ ﻴﺨﻁﻰﺀ ﻤـﻥ7564 ]
ﺍﻟﻌﺎﺸﺭﺓ ﻤﺎﺕ ﺴﻨﺔ ﺴﺒﻊ ﺃﻭ ﺜﻤﺎﻥ ﻭﺜﻼﺜﻴﻥ ﺥ ﺕ

Yahya narrated from Ibn Wahb. Ibn Wahb is Abdullah ibn Wahb and Ibn Hajar
declared him to be a jurisprudent who was a Trustworthy Hafiz and Abid in al-Taqrib
as follows:
 [ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﷲ ﺒﻥ ﻭﻫﺏ ﺒﻥ ﻤﺴﻠﻡ ﺍﻟﻘﺭﺸﻲ ﻤﻭﻻﻫﻡ ﺃﺒﻭ ﻤﺤﻤﺩ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺭﻱ ﺍﻟﻔﻘﻴﻪ ﺜﻘﺔ ﺤﺎﻓﻅ ﻋﺎﺒﺩ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺘﺎﺴﻌﺔ3694 ]
ﻤﺎﺕ ﺴﻨﺔ ﺴﺒﻊ ﻭﺘﺴﻌﻴﻥ ﻭﻟﻪ ﺍﺜﻨﺘﺎﻥ ﻭﺴﺒﻌﻭﻥ ﺴﻨﺔ ﻉ
Ibn Wahb narrated from Amr who is known as Amr ibn al Harith al-Ansari. The later
did narrate from Ibn Abi Hilal who is commonly known as Sa'eed ibn Abi Hilal (see
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib of Ibn Hajar, 8/8, no. 22). Ibn Hajar graded Amr as being a
Trustworthy jurisprudent and Hafiz in al-Taqrib as follows:
 [ ﻋﻤﺭﻭ ﺒﻥ ﺍﻟﺤﺎﺭﺙ ﺒﻥ ﻴﻌﻘﻭﺏ ﺍﻷﻨﺼﺎﺭﻱ ﻤﻭﻻﻫﻡ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺭﻱ ﺃﺒﻭ ﺃﻴﻭﺏ ﺜﻘﺔ ﻓﻘﻴﻪ ﺤﺎﻓﻅ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺴـﺎﺒﻌﺔ5004 ]
ﻤﺎﺕ ﻗﺩﻴﻤﺎ ﻗﺒل ﺍﻟﺨﻤﺴﻴﻥ ﻭﻤﺎﺌﺔ ﻉ
Amr’s Shaykh was Ibn Abi Hilal and he is Sa’eed ibn Abi Hilal whose narrations are
found in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim also. Ibn Hajar mentioned the following
about Ibn Abi Hilal in al-Taqrib:
 [ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺃﺒﻲ ﻫﻼل ﺍﻟﻠﻴﺜﻲ ﻤﻭﻻﻫﻡ ﺃﺒﻭ ﺍﻟﻌﻼﺀ ﺍﻟﻤﺼﺭﻱ ﻗﻴل ﻤﺩﻨﻲ ﺍﻷﺼل ﻭﻗﺎل ﺒﻥ ﻴﻭﻨﺱ ﺒل ﻨﺸـﺄ2410 ]
ﺒﻬﺎ ﺼﺩﻭﻕ ﻟﻡ ﺃﺭ ﻻﺒﻥ ﺤﺯﻡ ﻓﻲ ﺘﻀﻌﻴﻔﻪ ﺴﻠﻔﺎ ﺇﻻ ﺃﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺎﺠﻲ ﺤﻜﻰ ﻋﻥ ﺃﺤﻤﺩ ﺃﻨﻪ ﺍﺨﺘﻠﻁ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺎﺩﺴـﺔ ﻤـﺎﺕ
ﺒﻌﺩ ﺍﻟﺜﻼﺜﻴﻥ ﻭﻗﻴل ﻗﺒﻠﻬﺎ ﻭﻗﻴل ﻗﺒل ﺍﻟﺨﻤﺴﻴﻥ ﺒﺴﻨﺔ ﻉ
Ibn Abi Hilal is generally Saduq (truthful) and he narrated from Ibn al-Sabbaq who is
commonly known as Ubayd ibn al Sabbaq who was declared to be Thiqa (trustworthy)
by Ibn Hajar in al Taqrib as follows:
 [ ﻋﺒﻴﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺒﺎﻕ ﺒﻤﻬﻤﻠﺔ ﻭﻤﻭﺤﺩﺓ ﺸﺩﻴﺩﺓ ﺍﻟﻤﺩﻨﻲ ﺍﻟﺜﻘﻔﻲ ﺃﺒﻭ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺜﻘﺔ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺜﺎﻟﺜﺔ ﻉ4373 ]
Ibn al-Sabbaq narrated from the Sahabi, al-Miswar (ra) and Ibn Hajar mentioned the
latter to be a Sahabi in his al-Taqrib as follows:
 [ ﺍﻟﻤﺴﻭﺭ ﺒﻥ ﻤﺨﺭﻤﺔ ﺒﻥ ﻨﻭﻓل ﺒﻥ ﺃﻫﻴﺏ ﺒﻥ ﻋﺒﺩ ﻤﻨﺎﻑ ﺒﻥ ﺯﻫﺭﺓ ﺍﻟﺯﻫﺭﻱ ﺃﺒﻭ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟـﺭﺤﻤﻥ ﻟـﻪ6672 ]

ﻭﻷﺒﻴﻪ ﺼﺤﺒﺔ ﻤﺎﺕ ﺴﻨﺔ ﺃﺭﺒﻊ ﻭﺴﺘﻴﻥ ﻉ
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Imam al-Tahawi also mentioned the position of the Ulama of Madina in line with the
Hanafi view in his Sharh Ma’ani al Athar:

ﻭﻗﹶ ﺩ ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﺭﺒﹺﻴﻊ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺅَﺫﱢﻥ ، ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﺍﺒﻥ ﻭﻫﺏﹴ  ,ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺃَﺨﹾﺒﺭﻨﻲ ﺍﺒﻥ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺍﻟﺯﻨﹶﺎﺩ , ﻋﻥ ﺃَﺒﹺﻴﻪ, 

ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺃَﺜﹾﺒﺕﹶ ﻋﻤﺭ ﺒﻥ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﹾﻌﺯﹺﻴﺯﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭ ﺒﹺﺎﻟﹾﻤﺩﻴﻨﹶﺔ ﺒﹺﻘﹶﻭلِ ﺍﻟﹾﻔﹸﻘﹶﻬﺎﺀ ﺜﹶﻼﹶﺜﹰﺎ  ,ﻻﹶ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ. 

ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﻭ ﺍﻟﹾﻌﻭﺍﻡﹺ ﻤﺤﻤﺩ ﺒﻥ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﹾﺠﺒﺎﺭﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺭﺍﺩﻱ ، ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﺨﹶﺎﻟِﺩ ﺒﻥ ﻨﺯﺍﺭﹴ ﺍﻷَﻴﻠﻲ

 ،ﻗﹶﺎلَ  :ﺤﺩﺜﹶﻨﹶﺎ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﺭﺤﻤﺎﻥﹺ ﺒﻥ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺍﻟﺯﻨﹶﺎﺩ , ﻋﻥ ﺃَﺒﹺﻴﻪ , ﻋﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺒﻌﺔ , ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺴﻴﺏﹺ ,

ﻭﻋﺭﻭﺓﹶ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺍﻟﺯﺒﻴﺭﹺ  ,ﻭﺍﻟﹾﻘﹶﺎﺴﻡﹺ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻤﺤﻤﺩ , ﻭﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺒﻜﹾﺭﹺ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﺭﺤﻤﺎﻥﹺ  ,ﻭﺨﹶﺎﺭﹺﺠﺔﹶ ﺒﻥﹺ ﺯﻴﺩ , ﻭﻋﺒﻴﺩ
ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ , ﻭﺴﻠﹶﻴﻤﺎﻥ ﺒﻥﹺ ﻴﺴﺎﺭﹴ  ,ﻓﻲ ﻤﺸﹾﻴﺨﹶﺔ ﺴﻭﺍﻫﻡ ﺃَﻫلِ ﻓﻘﹾﻪ ﻭﺼﻼﹶﺡﹴ ﻭﻓﹶﻀلٍ ﻭﺭﺒﻤﺎ

ﺍﺨﹾﺘﹶﻠﹶﻔﹸﻭﺍ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺸﱠﻲﺀ ﻓﹶﺄَﺨﹶﺫﹶ ﺒﹺﻘﹶﻭلِ ﺃَﻜﹾﺜﹶﺭﹺﻫﻡ ﻭﺃَﻓﹾﻀﻠﻬﹺﻡ ﺭﺃْﻴﺎ  .ﻓﹶﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﻤﻤﺎ ﻭﻋﻴﺕﹸ ﻋﻨﹾﻬﻡ ﻋﻠﹶﻰ ﻫﺫﻩ ﺍﻟﺼﻔﹶﺔ

ﺃَﻥ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭ ﺜﹶﻼﹶﺙﹲ ﻻﹶ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ ﻓﹶﻬﺫﹶﺍ ﻤﻥ ﺫﹶﻜﹶﺭﻨﹶﺎ ﻤﻥ ﻓﹸﻘﹶﻬﺎﺀ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺩﻴﻨﹶﺔ ﻭﻋﻠﹶﻤﺎﺌِﻬﹺﻡ ﻗﹶﺩ ﺃَﺠﻤﻌﻭﺍ ﺃَﻥ

ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺ ﹾﺘﺭ ﺜﹶﻼﹶﺙﹲ ﻻﹶ ﻴﺴﻠﱢﻡ ﺇﻟﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺁﺨﺭﹺﻫﻥ , ﻭﺘﹶﺎﺒﻌﻬﻡ ﻋﻠﹶﻰ ﺫﹶﻟِﻙ ﻋﻤﺭ ﺒﻥ ﻋﺒﺩ ﺍﻟﹾﻌﺯﹺﻴﺯﹺ  ,ﻭﻟﹶﻡ ﻴﻨﹾﻜﺭ ﺫﹶﻟِﻙ

ﻤﻨﹾﻜﺭ ﺴﻭﺍﻫﻡ ﻭﻗﹶﺩ ﻋﻠﻡ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺍﻟﹾﻤﺴﻴﺏﹺ ﻤﺎ ﻜﹶﺎﻥ ﻤﻥ ﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺ ﺴﻌﺩ , ﻓﹶﺄَﻓﹾﺘﹶﻰ ﺒﹺﻐﹶﻴﺭﹺﻩ , ﻭﺭﺁﻩ ﺃَﻭﻟﹶﻰ ﻤﻨﹾﻪ

ﻭﻗﹶﺩ ﺃَﻓﹾﺘﹶﻰ ﻋﺭﻭﺓﹸ ﺒﻥ ﺍﻟﺯﺒﻴﺭﹺ ﺒﹺﺫﹶﻟِﻙ ﺃَﻴﻀﺎ  ,ﻭﻗﹶﺩ ﺭﻭﻯ ﻋﻨﹾﻪ ﺍﻟﺯﻫﺭﹺﻱ ﻭﺍﺒﻨﹸﻪ ﻫﺸﹶﺎﻡ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺ ﻤﺎ ﻗﹶﺩ
ﺘﹶﻘﹶﺩﻤﺕﹾ ﺭﹺﻭﺍﻴﺘﹸﻨﹶﺎ ﻟﹶﻪ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺫﹶﺍ ﺍﻟﹾﺒﺎﺏﹺ  .ﻓﹶﻬﺫﹶﺍ ﻋﻨﹾﺩﻨﹶﺎ ﻤﻤﺎ ﻻﹶ ﻴﻨﹾﺒﻐﻲ ﺨﻼﹶﻓﹸﻪ ﻟِﻤﺎ ﻗﹶﺩ ﺸﹶﻬﹺﺩ ﻟﹶﻪ ﻤﻥ ﺤﺩﻴﺙ
ﺭﺴﻭلِ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺜﹸﻡ ﻓﻌلِ ﺃَﺼﺤﺎﺒﹺﻪ , ﻭﺃَﻗﹾﻭﺍلِ ﺃَﻜﹾﺜﹶﺭﹺﻫﻡ ﻤﻥ ﺒﻌﺩﻩ ﺜﹸﻡ ﺍﺘﱠﻔﹶﻕﹶ ﻋﻠﹶﻴﻪ ﺘﹶﺎﺒﹺﻌﻭﻫﻡ. 

Additionally, Imam Badrud-Din al-Ayni has also mentioned in his Umdatul Qari (7/34) something of a similar nature on three rak’ats of Witr with the taslim at the end of
the Salah as follows:

ﺃﺧﺮﺟﻪ ﺍﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﺍﻟﱪ ﰲ )ﺍﻟﺘﻤﻬﻴﺪ( ﻋﻦ ﺃﰊ ﺳﻌﻴﺪ ﺃﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﻰ ﻋﻦ ﺍﻟﺒﺘﲑﺍﺀ ﻭﳑﻦ ﻗﺎﻝ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ ﻻ ﻳﻔﺼﻞ
ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻦ ﻋﻤﺮ ﻭﻋﻠﻰ ﻭﺍﺑﻦ ﻣﺴﻌﻮﺩ ﻭﺣﺬﻳﻔﺔ ﻭﺃﰊ ﺑﻦ ﻛﻌﺐ ﻭﺍﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺎﺱ ﻭﺃﻧﺲ ﻭﺃﺑﻮ ﺃﻣﺎﻣﺔ
________________________________________
ﻋﻤﺪﺓ ﺍﻟﻘﺎﺭﻱ ﺝ 7:ﺹ4:
ﻭﻋﻤﺮ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﺍﻟﻌﺰﻳﺰ ﻭﺍﻟﻔﻘﻬﺎﺀ ﺍﻟﺴﺒﻌﺔ ﻭﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻟﻜﻮﻓﺔ ﻭﻗﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﺘﺮﻣﺬﻱ ﺫﻫﺐ ﲨﺎﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﺼﺤﺎﺑﺔ ﻭﻏﲑﻫﻢ ﺇﻟﻴﻪ ﻭﻋﻨﺪ

ﺍﻟﻨﺴﺎﺋﻲ ﺑﺴﻨﺪ ﺻﺤﻴﺢ ﻋﻦ ﺍﰊ ﺑﻦ ﻛﻌﺐ ﻛﺎﻥ ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺴﺒﺢ ﺍﺳﻢ ﺭﺑﻚ ﺍﻷﻋﻠﻰ ﻭﻗﻞ ﻳﺎ ﺃﻳﻬﺎ ﺍﻟﻜﺎﻓﺮﻭﻥ

ﻭﻗﻞ ﻫﻮ ﺍﷲ ﺃﺣﺪ ﻭﻻ ﻳﺴﻠﻢ ﺇﻻﹼ ﰲ ﺁﺧﺮﻫﻦ ﻭﻋﻨﺪ ﺍﻟﺘﺮﻣﺬﻱ ﻣﻦ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺍﳊﺎﺭﺙ ﻋﻦ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺭﺿﻲ ﺍﷲ ﺗﻌﺎﱃ ﻋﻨﻪ ﻛﺎﻥ
ﺭﺳﻮﻝ ﺍﷲ ﻳﻮﺗﺮ ﺑﺜﻼﺙ
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A FURTHER LOOK AT AL-HAKIM’S
NARRATION IN THE MUSTADRAK
Assuming that the correct variant from the manuscripts of al-Hakim’s Mustadrak
should have been in line with what al-Bayhaqi narrated in his Sunan as follows:

ﺩﻤﺤ ﻤﻥ ﺒﺎﻟِﺢ ﺜﻨﺎ ﺼ، ﻯﺨﹶﺎﺭ ﺒﹺﺒﻴﻪلٍ ﺍﻟﹾﻔﹶﻘﻬ ﺴﻥ ﺒﺩﻤﺭﹴ ﺃَﺤﻭ ﻨﹶﺼ ﺃﻨﺒﺄ ﺃَﺒ، ﻅﹸﺎﻓ ﺍﻟﹾﺤ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺩﺒﻭ ﻋﻨﹶﺎ ﺃَﺒﺭﺃَﺨﹾﺒ
ﻓﹶﻰﻥﹺ ﺃَﻭﺓﹶ ﺒﺍﺭﺭ ﺯﻥﻋ

، ﺓﹶ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﻥ ﻋ، ﺎﻥ ﺜﻨﺎ ﺃَﺒ، ﺔﹶﺒ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺸﹶﻴﻥ ﺒﺎﻥﺒ ﺜﻨﺎ ﺸﹶﻴ، ﻅﹸﺎﻓﺒﹺﻴﺏﹴ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﻥﹺ ﺤﺒ

ﻲ ﺇِﻻ ﻓﺩﻘﹾﻌ ﻻ ﻴ ﺒﹺﺜﹶﻼﺙﺭﻭﺘ ﻴﻭلُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺴ ﺭ " ﻜﹶﺎﻥ:  ﻗﺎﻟﹶﺕﹾ، ﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ ﻋﻥ ﻋ، ﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴﻥﹺ ﻫ ﺒﺩﻌ ﺴﻥ ﻋ،

" ﻥﺭﹺﻫﺁﺨj

One may notice that the narrator who took from Qatada in the above sanad was Aban
who is Aban ibn Yazid al-Attar. He is the only one who narrated it with the wording:
“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) performed 3 rak’ats of Witr
and he did not sit but at the end (of the Salah).”

Ibn Hajar mentioned the following point under Aban in al-Taqrib:
 [ ﺃﺒﺎﻥ ﺒﻥ ﻴﺯﻴﺩ ﺍﻟﻌﻁﺎﺭ ﺍﻟﺒﺼﺭﻱ ﺃﺒﻭ ﻴﺯﻴﺩ ﺜﻘﺔ ﻟﻪ ﺃﻓﺭﺍﺩ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺎﺒﻌﺔ ﻤﺎﺕ ﻓﻲ ﺤﺩﻭﺩ ﺍﻟﺴﺘﻴﻥ ﺥ ﻡ ﺩ ﺕ143 ]
ﺱ
Namely, Aban was trustworthy but he had some narrations that he transmitted alone
with no other narrators relating similarly to himself on some occasions.
Imam Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Shaybani has a chapter heading in his Muwatta as:
“Chapter on saying as-salamu alaikum in Witr.” Meaning the final salutation after 3
rak’ats.
The first narration (no. 258) he mentioned was as follows:
Malik informed us: Nafi informed is that Ibn Umar would say as-salamu alaikum in
Witr between the two Rak’ats and the one rak’ah, so that he could give the order for
something he needed.”
Muhammad (al-Shaybani) said: “We do not adhere to this; rather we adhere to the
verdict of Abdullah ibn Mas’ud and Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, and
we do not think that as-salamu alaikum should be said between them.”
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Now, after narrating some reports going back to Umar (ra), Ibn Mas’ud and Ibn Abbas
(ra), the final narration that Imam al-Shaybani presented in his Muwatta (no. 266) was
the following one from A’isha (ra):

ﻥ ﻋ، ﻓﹶﻰﻥﹺ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﺃَﻭﺓﹶ ﺒﺍﺭﺭ ﺯﻥ ﻋ،

ﺓﹶ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﻥ ﻋ، ﺔﹶﻭﺒﺭ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻋﻥ ﺒﻴﺩﻌﻨﹶﺎ ﺴﺭ ﺃَﺨﹾﺒ: ﺩﻤﺤﻗﹶﺎلَ ﻤ

" ﺘﹶﻲﹺ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺﻜﹾﻌﻲ ﺭ ﻓﻠﱢﻡﺴ " ﻻ ﻴ ﻜﹶﺎﻥﻭلَ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺴ ﺭ ﺃَﻥ، ﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ ﻋﻥ ﻋ، ﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴﻥﹺ ﻫ ﺒﻴﺩﻌﺴ

Muhammad said: “Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba informed us from Qatada from Zurara ibn
Abi Awfa from Sa’eed ibn Hisham from A’isha (ra) that the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not say the Salam after 2 rak’ats of Witr.”
The above narration has a similar isnâd back to A’isha as in the Mustadrak al-Hakim
and Sunan al-Bayhaqi, except that Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba was the one who narrated it
from Qatada. Sa’eed was mentioned in summary by Ibn Hajar in al-Taqrib as follows:
 [ ﺴﻌﻴﺩ ﺒﻥ ﺃﺒﻲ ﻋﺭﻭﺒﺔ ﻤﻬﺭﺍﻥ ﺍﻟﻴﺸﻜﺭﻱ ﻤﻭﻻﻫﻡ ﺃﺒﻭ ﺍﻟﻨﻀﺭ ﺍﻟﺒﺼﺭﻱ ﺜﻘﺔ ﺤﺎﻓﻅ ﻟﻪ ﺘﺼﺎﻨﻴﻑ ﻜﺜﻴـﺭ2365 ]
ﺍﻟﺘﺩﻟﻴﺱ ﻭﺍﺨﺘﻠﻁ ﻭﻜﺎﻥ ﻤﻥ ﺃﺜﺒﺕ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺱ ﻓﻲ ﻗﻨﺎﺩﺓ ﻤﻥ ﺍﻟﺴﺎﺩﺴﺔ ﻤﺎﺕ ﺴﻨﺔ ﺴﺕ ﻭﻗﻴل ﺴﺒﻊ ﻭﺨﻤﺴﻴﻥ ﻉ

Namely, Sa’eed was a trustworthy Hafiz; though he performed a lot of tadlees and
confused his narrations (in his last days) he was the most established narrator when
reporting from Qatada.
Hence, what Sa’eed narrated from Qatada is the most accurate version of the narration
from A’isha (ra) with the wording being:
“..That the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not say the Salam
after 2 rak’ats of Witr.”
Rather than:
“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) performed 3 rak’ats of Witr and he did not
sit but at the end (of the Salah).”
Additionally, the following narrators also took from Sa’eed ibn Abi Aruba with a list of
the hadith works which has the same narration as quoted above from the Muwatta
Muhammad:
Bishr ibn al Mufaddal as in the Sunan al-Kubra of al-Nasa’i (no. 1701)
Al-Mut’im ibn al Miqdam as in the Musnad al-Shamiyyin of al-Tabarani (no. 917)
Shuja ibn al Walid as in Sharh Ma’ani al Athar of al-Tahawi (no. 1044)
20

Abda as in the Musannaf Ibn Abi Shayba (no. 6912, Awwama edn)
Abdal Wahhab ibn Ata as in Sunan al-Kubra of al Bayhaqi (3/31)
Yazid ibn Zur’ai as in Sunan al-Daraqutni (no. 1649), Salatul Witr of al Marwazi (no.
114) and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in his Ta’rikh (14: 284)
Besides, al-Hakim9 has quoted a variant from Isa ibn Yunus from Sa’eed ibn Abi
Aruba back to A’isha (ra):
Mustadrak al Hakim (1/304):

ﻥﺎﺏﹺ ﺒﻫ ﺍﻟﹾﻭﺩﺒ ﺜﻨﺎ ﻋ،  ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻁﹶﺎﻟِﺏﹴﻥﻰ ﺒﻴﺤ ﺜﻨﺎ ﻴ، ُلﺩﻑﹶ ﺍﻟﹾﻌﻭﺴﻥﹺ ﻴ ﺒﻘﹸﻭﺏﻌ ﻴﻥ ﺒﻥﺴﻨﹶﺎ ﺍﻟﹾﺤﺭ ﺃَﺨﹾﺒ:

ﻥ ﺒﻴﻡﺍﻫﺭ ﺜﻨﺎ ﺇِﺒ، ﺎﺩﻥﹺ ﺯﹺﻴ ﺒﻲﻠ ﻋﻥ ﺒﻥﺴﺄَ ﺍﻟﹾﺤ ﺃَﻨﹾﺒ، ﺎﻕﹶﺤ ﺇِﺴﻥﻜﹾﺭﹺ ﺒﻭ ﺒﺤﺩﺜﻨﺎ ﺃَﺒ ﻭ، ﻴﺩﻌﺄَ ﺴ ﺃَﻨﹾﺒ، ﻁﹶﺎﺀﻋ
، ﻓﹶﻰﻥﹺ ﺃَﻭﺓﹶ ﺒﺍﺭﺭ ﺯﻥ ﻋ، ﺓﹶ ﻗﹶﺘﹶﺎﺩﻥ ﻋ، ﺔﹶﻭﺒﺭ ﺃَﺒﹺﻲ ﻋﻥ ﺒﻴﺩﻌ ﺜﻨﺎ ﺴ، ﻭﻨﹸﺱ ﻴﻥﻰ ﺒﻴﺴ ﺜﻨﺎ ﻋ، ﻰﻭﺴﻤ

ﻥﻥﹺ ﻤﻴﻥﹺ ﺍﻷُﻭﻟﹶﻴﺘﹶﻴﻜﹾﻌﻲ ﺍﻟﺭ ﻓﻠﱢﻡﺴ ﻻ ﻴﻭلُ ﺍﻟﻠﱠﻪﺴ ﺭ " ﻜﹶﺎﻥ:  ﻗﹶﺎﻟﹶﺕﹾ، ﺎﺌِﺸﹶﺔﹶ ﻋﻥ ﻋ، ﺸﹶﺎﻡﹴﻥﹺ ﻫ ﺒﺩﻌ ﺴﻥﻋ
ﺎﻩﺠﺨﹶﺭ ﻴﻟﹶﻡ ﻭ، ﻥﹺﺨﹶﻴ ﺍﻟﺸﱠﻴﻁﻠﹶﻰ ﺸﹶﺭ ﻋﻴﺢﺤﻴﺙﹲ ﺼﺩﺫﹶﺍ ﺤﺍﻟﹾﻭﹺﺘﹾﺭﹺ " ﻫ

Meaning that: “The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would not give salam in the
first two rak’ahs of Witr.”
This narration was quoted by al-Hakim just before the narration that Abu Alqama et al
claimed was tampered by some later Ahnaf!
To conclude this section, the narration transmitted by Aban from Qatada is Ghayr
Mahfuz (not preserved accurately) and since his narration opposes that by a number of
other students of Qatada, it stands as being a Shadh (aberrant) narration. The correct
narration is the alternate version mentioned from Imam Muhammad al-Shaybani and
others.

9

And also in the Musnad of Ishaq ibn Rahawayh (no. 1310)
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CONCLUSION
In closing this short treatise, the likes of Abu Alqama and his Shaykhs like Dawud
Arshad and Bakr Abu Zayd all spread the claim that some later Hanafis allegedly
tampered with A’isha’s narration found in the Mustadrak of al-Hakim. By Allah’s will
it has been demonstrated by consulting the original works of some 7 Hanafi Ulama
and one Shafi’ite Muhaddith, that they too had known of, and mentioned the narration
from al-Hakim with the very wording that the pseudo-Salafites claimed was
interpolated into A’isha’s narration to suit Hanafi fiqh as Abu Alqama claimed, when
he bragged unjustly:
So the words "he did not sit" where replaced by " He did not do salam"
And here also, they don't have any nuskhah, it is an error in publishing, an error that suits
hanafi fiqh.

Rather, it is one of his vain fancies fuelled by the flames of hatred for the Hanafis! For
those Hanafi scholars well before the days of Darul Ulum Deoband or other sections
of the Hanafis of the Indian subcontinent did know of it by having some form of
access to either a manuscript of the Mustadrak, or by relying on great and trustworthy
scholars who were free from the accusation of willful tahreef of the narration at hand.
If the likes of Abu Alqama are fair and stand for the ultimate truth, it would be in their
interests to acknowledge that the manuscripts of the Mustadrak differ, and no Hanafi
is known by name to have purposefully tampered with the said narration from earlier
times. Alas, the haughty ones are too arrogant to admit their shortcomings, though
their calumny will not escape the judgement of Allah if they fail to make a sincere
Tawba. May Allah guide them and us. Amin.
Peace and Blessings on the Prophet Muhammad, his Family, and all his Companions.
Abul Hasan
London
January 1st 2008/22nd Dhul Hijjah 1428 AH
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